The Harm of Illegal Pornography

Hard-core pornography is a significant contributor to the epidemic of sexual violence and crime in America. Numerous respected studies establish this link. 

Content and Severity

Over the last twenty-five years America has seen an escalation of not only the availability but also the severity of illegal hard-core pornography. The effect of these increasingly violent depictions on society in escalating rates of sexual violence is obvious. There is no such thing as a harmless viewer of a “Bleed Little Girl Bleed,” “Kiddie Killer” or “Little Boy Snuffed”- actual films that have been prosecuted. 

· Depictions available in hard-core pornography now include bestiality, actual torture, defecation, urination, simulated incest, bondage, pseudo child pornography and sadomasochism.
 
· Less than 10 percent of the materials available depict vaginal intercourse between one man and one woman.

Child Pornography
Though there is very little commercial (over-the-counter) child pornography in the United States, there is an extremely pervasive underground, or “cottage,” industry where child pornography is readily available for trade and sale. 

· “Child pornography plays a central role in molestations by pedophiles, serving to justify their conduct, assist them in seducing their victims, and provide a means to blackmail the children they have molested in order to prevent exposure.” 
 

· “Children and adolescents who participate in the production of pornography experience adverse, enduring effects.” The effects can include depression, anxiety, fear, dependency, mistrust, criminal activity, and/or self-destructive behavior.

Child Molestation

It is estimated that one in three females, and one in seven males, will be sexually molested before the age of eighteen.
 Hard-core and child pornography contribute substantially to the cycle of abuse. 

· Pornography, especially child pornography, is used by pedophiles for four reasons: (1) to stimulate themselves; (2) to destroy the consciences and lower the inhibitions and resistance to sexual activity in their intended child victims; (3) as teaching tools for the victim child to imitate or model in the real life sexual encounter with the adult; and (4) to blackmail child victims. 

· People who molest children generally believe sexual activity has “educational value” for the child, (2) child derives “sexual pleasure” from the activity, and (3) the child was “sexually provocative.”
 
· Child molesters report anywhere from thirty to sixty victims each, before they are arrested for the first time. The typical serial molester will sexually abuse 380 children in a lifetime.

· The Police/Social work team of the Exploited and Missing Child Unit (EMCU) of Louisville, Kentucky investigated 1,400 cases of children suspected of being victims of sexual exploitation. Over forty major cases involved the successful prosecution of adults involved with over twelve children each. One case involved 320 children. 
At the time of the arrest and/or service of search warrants, all forty of these adult predators were found with various forms of adult pornography, and in most cases child nudes and/or child pornography were also found.

· Eighty-seven percent of molesters of female children and seventy-seven percent of molesters of male children studied by Dr. William Marshall at Kingston Penitentiary in Ontario, Canada admitted to regular use of hard-core pornography.

· No single characteristic of pedophilia is more pervasive than the obsession with child pornography. The fascination of pedophiles with child pornography and child abuse has been documented in many studies and has been established by thousands of sexually explicit materials involving children.

Impact of Pornography on Children and Adolescents
· The Youth Internet Safety Survey found that nineteen percent of youth have experienced sexual solicitation, twenty-five percent have been exposed to unwanted sexual material, and six percent have been harassed online.

· In forty-nine percent of sexual solicitation incidents, youth did not tell anyone about it. Even when the solicitation was aggressive, thirty-six percent of the youth still did not disclose this to anyone.
  
· In twenty-six percent of unwanted exposure incidents, youth reported being exposed to another sex web site when they were trying to exit a site they were viewing.
· Twenty-three percent of youth reported being "very" or "extremely upset" by exposures to sexual material.

· Pornography-blocking software has minimal impact on adolescents’ access to information about sexual and reproductive health. For example, filtering software set at moderate settings blocks only five percent of health information while blocking ninety percent of pornographic content online.

· Children who have a parent that struggles with a cybersex addiction are at risk for experiencing loss of parental time and attention, stress in the home, being exposed to pornography, and being exposed to a parent masturbating.

· More than half (fifty-three percent) of the young men surveyed believed pornography had impacted their sexual behavior; forty-eight percent believed it had impacted them a little bit; and four percent believed it had had considerable impact on their sexual behavior.

· Young men who are high consumers of pornography are more likely to engage in anal sex, as well as have sexual relations with a friend (i.e. someone with whom they are not in a loving romantic relationship).

· The majority of children (67.42%) who have a parent with a sexual addiction know about the problem, or suspect a problem prior to it being formally disclosed to them.

· Childhood exposure to pornography is significantly related to rape fantasies and rape-supportive beliefs in female adults. Rape-supportive beliefs include thoughts that trivialize rape as a crime, normalize rape as a behavior, and/or hold the victim partially responsible for being raped.
 Rape-supportive beliefs can negatively affect the reporting of rape crimes, the sentencing of rapists, and the support offered to victims.

Rape

The National Victim Center estimates that one woman is raped every forty-six seconds. 

· Eighty-six percent of rapists studied admitted to regular use of pornography. Fifty-seven percent admitted imitating pornographic scenes in the commission of sex crimes.

· Since 1984, over 150 “sex-oriented” businesses (including peep shows, adult bookstores, and theaters) have been closed in Oklahoma City. During that period, the rape rate in Oklahoma County decreased by twenty-six percent. During the same period, rapes increased by 20.8 percent in the rest of the state.
 
· Rapists are fifteen times as likely as non-offenders to have had exposure to “hard-core pornography” during childhood or between six to ten years of age.

· Rape is increasing at an alarming rate. The rape rate and the actual number of rapes doubles between 1960 and 1970, doubled again between 1970 and 1980, and increased again the decade of the 1980s. This increase coincides with the availability of illegal hard-core pornography.
 
Conditioned to Rape

Pornography strongly influences attitudes on rape, women, and children.

· In a correlational study by Neal Malamuth, “male attitudes about rape and physical responses to rape (penile tumescence) were measured in the first phase of a two-part experiment. In the second phase of the procedure the men participated in what they believed was a completely different experiment- subjects were told they were participating in an ESP study-in which aggression was measure by having men transmit aversion noise [by means of an ‘aggression machine’] to a woman confederate of the experimenter if she could not correctly guess a number the subject had in mind.”
“The results of this study suggest that men who are hostile toward women and physically aroused by rape will manifest that hostility in the laboratory when asked to participate in an experiment using a devise like the aggression machine.” 

· In a 1980 study by Malamuth, Harber and Feshbach, fifty-one percent of the college men studied, prior to being shown violent pornography, indicated at least some of the likelihood they might commit rape if they knew they would not be caught. This measure, likelihood to rape (LR), was significantly “correlated with self-reported sexual arousal to [a] rape story and a general calloused attitude about the rape.” High LR  men were “generally more affected by subsequent exposure to aggressive pornography” (emphasis added), but their LR scores did not change.
· The researchers did not assign a cause and effect relationship between exposure to hard-core pornography and callousness and arousal, since LR was a pre-exposure survey of attitudes. 

· Check and Guloien did a laboratory experiment with 117 male college students and 319 male non-students, who were randomly assigned to the various experimental conditions. The researcher’s “analyses revealed significant differences between subjects exposed to sexually violent pornography and subjects in the no-exposure condition” 

Subjects who had been exposed to the sexually violent pornography (three thirty minute videotapes)reported a greater likelihood of raping (LR) and forcing women into unwanted sex acts than subjects in the no-exposure condition. Further, more than twice as many men indicated at least some likelihood of raping (LR) AFTER exposure to nonviolent, dehumanizing pornography that after no such exposure (i.e., 20.4% versus 9.4% respectively).”

“Subjects who had been exposed to the nonviolent, dehumanizing pornography (three thirty minute videotapes)reported a greater likelihood of raping (LR) and forcing women into unwanted sex acts than subjects in the no-exposure condition. Further, more than twice as many men indicated at last some likelihood of raping (LR) AFTER exposure to nonviolent, dehumanizing pornography than after no such exposure. (i.e., 20.4% versus 9.6%, respectively).” 

· In a study conducted by Zillman and Bryant in 1984, an experimental group of males and females were exposed to non-violent, hard-core pornography while a control group watched films with innocuous content, such as nature films. 

Three weeks later, the men and women who watched the hard-core pornography had noticeable different and prejudiced opinions from the control group: (1) they consistently overestimated that popularity of all less common sexual practices (how many people indulge in these and how often) and “were tolerant towards the behaviors deemed deviant by others;” (2) they trivialized rape as a criminal offense (females considered rape a more sever transgression overall than did males, but both trivialized it after exposure and were more lenient towards rapists); (3) there was a loss of initial repulsion when seeing pornography; and (4) males who had been exposed to hard-core pornography showed a marked increase in sexual callousness (they came to believe that “minors would not suffer undue emotional distress from exposure to pornography, and that restrictions are largely inappropriate and unnecessary”).
· According to a meta-analysis, exposure to pornographic material puts one at increased risk for developing sexually deviant tendencies, committing sexual offenses, experiencing difficulties in one’s intimate relationships, and accepting rape myths (e.g., beliefs that trivialize rape or blame the victim for the crime). Specifically, there is a thirty-one percent increase in the risk for sexual deviancy; a twenty-two percent increase in the risk for sexual perpetration; a twenty percent increase in the risk for negative intimate relationships; and a thirty-one percent increase in the risk for believing rape myths.

· Individuals who are at high risk for sexual aggression and who frequently consume pornography have sexual aggression levels that are four times higher than those who do not consume pornography frequently. This relationship is especially strong for those with the highest predisposing risk level for sexual aggression.
 

Organized Crime

The 1986 Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography concluded that “organized crime in its traditional La Cosa Nostra (LCN) forms and in other forms, exerts substantial influence and control over the obscenity industry. Though a number of significant producers and distributors are not members of LCN families, all major producers and distributors of obscene material are highly organized and carry out illegal activity with a great deal of sophistication.”

· In the United States, pornography is the third highest industry to organized crime- after narcotics and gambling. (FBI)
· The FBI estimates the pornography industry to be an $8–10 billion-a-year enterprise.
Murder

In response to the FBI’s questions on the subject, eighty-one percent of the serial masochistic murderers surveyed said that hard-core pornography was their “highest sexual interest.”

· Gary Arthur Bishop, a thirty-two-year-old accountant executed in 1988 for sexually abusing and killing five young boys (ages three to fourteen years), admitted that pornography was a determining factor in his criminal actions.
· In the final interview before his execution in 1989, serial killer Ted Bundy admitted that hard-core pornography had a “crystallizing effect” on his violent tendencies and his ultimate enactment of the violent fantasies he had seen depicted for so long. 
·  Two men from Alexandria, Virginia were arrested in August of 1989 because they conspired to kidnap or buy a twelve to fourteen year-old boy for the purpose of sexually abusing, molesting and then killing him in the making of a “snuff film,” an extremely violent genre of pornography that involves murder for sexual pleasure. 
· In Shreveport, Louisiana, James Vachuska Jr. After Kidnapping and raping an eleven-year-old girl, injected air into her veins with an empty syringe in an attempt to kill her. He then dumped her nude body off a bridge. My Vachuska said he got the idea from watching a pornographic film.
· In Melbourne, Florida, a man kidnapped and raped a nineteen-year-old woman. During the rape, he called himself a vampire, drained blood from her arms and legs with needles, and then drank some of it. John Crutchley, dubbed the “vampire rapist,” blames pornography for his obsession with bizarre sexual rituals. Police expect to link him to six similar unsolved slayings. 

Addiction

The compulsive or addictive use of pornography is common.

· Dr. Victor Cline, a clinical psychologist at the University of Utah who has interviewed and treated over 200 sex offenders, released a study in 1984 describing the four-step process whereby a person becomes addicted to pornography:

Step 1: Addiction to the material and repeated return to it for sexual excitement.

Step 2: escalation in the individual’s need for more explicit, deviant and sexually shocking material to achieve the same level of sexual stimulation.

Step 3: Desensitization toward initially gross and shocking materials o that, in time, this material becomes acceptable and desirable to the viewer.

Step 4: Increased tendency to start “acting out” sexual activities seen in pornography.

· Judging from the large commercial market in paraphilic (sexually deviant) pornography and paraphernalia, the prevalence of paraphilias in the community is believed to be far higher than that indicated by statistics from clinical facilities. Because of the highly repetitive nature of paraphilic behavior, a large percentage of the population has been victimized by people with paraphilias. (American Psychiatric Association, 1987)

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

· The U.S. Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta reports that every sexually transmitted disease identified continues to grow at an epidemic rate. “Peep show” booths, which usually have holes built in their walls to allow men to perform anonymous sexual acts on one another, play a significant role in the spread of what, in many cases; have become life-threatening diseases. According to experts, these booths produce up to seventy-five percent of the revenue at most “adult” bookstores. Almost all “adult” bookstores feature peep show booths.
 
Impact on Marriages
· Repeated exposure to pornography negatively affects sexual satisfaction in one’s intimate relationship. For example, pornography users found less satisfaction with their partner's affection, physical appearance, sexual performance and sexual curiosity. Additionally, pornography consumers assigned greater importance to sexual interaction void of emotional involvement. These effects were present for males and females alike.

· Individuals who have had an extramarital affair are 3.18 times more likely to have used Internet pornography than individuals who did not have affairs.

· Pornography consumption is significantly associated with perceptions of emotional infidelity. People also perceive online acts of infidelity as being authentic and real as offline acts.

· People who reported being happily married were 61 percent less likely to report using Internet pornography.

· Partners of individuals who engage in cyberaffairs perceive this activity to be as painful to them as a live affair.
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